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THE  1858  DOUBLE  DATE  HALF  DIME 

by 

Chuck  &  Marian  Leber 

Part  I  -  A  Surprise  Among  the  New  Listings 
Have  you  noticed  the  four  new  additions  to  the  listings  of  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes  recently  appearing  in  Numismatic  News,  The  Coin  Market 
Supplement,  and  in  Coin  Prices  Magazine?  These  publications  are  not  the 
"Red  Book",  of  course,  but  they  are  listings  which  are  released  every  other 
month  by  Krause  Publications  and  have  made  a  place  for  themselves  with 
collectors  of  US  coins. 

The  newly  discovered  1870-S  half  dime  was  very  quickly  listed  for  the  first 
time  in  the  October  1978  Coin  Market  Supplement.  This  is  the  BU  specimen 
which  was  dropped  like  a  bomb  out  of  the  blue  at  the  ANA  convention  in 
Houston  in  August  1978.  This  half  dime  had  never  been  heard  of  before.  It 
was  not  known  to  exist.  There  are  no  official  records  of  such  a  coin,  but 
there  it  was  for  the  world  to  see  and  the  experts  confirmed  its  authenticity. 
It  was  widely  featured  and  pictured  in  the  numismatic  press  and  less  than 
two  months  later  it  appeared  in  the  Coin  Market  Supplement  of  Numismatic 
News  with  these  words  "One  known  in  UNO,  valued  at  $500,000."  Soon 
thereafter  Coin  Prices  Magazine  also  had  it  listed  in  their  January  1979 
issue. 

This  kind  of  publicity  and  recognition  is  quite  in  contrast  to  the  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  first  appearance  of  the  other  three  half  dimes  in 
the  Coin  Market  Supplement  and  in  Coin  Prices  Magazine  in  March  1979. 
Without  much  fanfare,  the  very  rare  1838  Small  Stars  half  dime  was  finally 
listed.  It  had  been  pictured  and  written  up  earlier  in  an  article  by  Kamal 
Ahwash  in  the  May  11, 1977  issue  of  Coin  World.  It  is  now  listed  in  the  Red 
Book,  appearing  for  the  first  time  in  the  32nd  Edition  (1979).  On  March  30, 
1979  an  Uncirculated  specimen  was  sold  in  the  sale  of  the  George  D. 
Mahoney  Collection  in  New  York  for  $255.  A  few  weeks  later  in  the 
April  11,  1979  issue  of  Coin  World,  Stack's  advertized  a  specimen  as 
"Choice  BU,  Obverse  struck  from  rusted  dies.  Rare... $4000". 

The  1858  "Inverted  Date"  half  dime  also  appeared  for  the  first  time  in 
these  recent  Krause  publications  even  though  it  had  been  featured  in  the 
Red  Book  since  1971,  where  it  is  known  as  the  1858  "Over  Inverted  Date". 
The  fourth  and  last  of  these  newly  listed  half  dimes  is  the  1858  Double  Date. 
What  a  surprise  this  listing  is  as  there  has  been  so  very  little  written  about 
this  variety.  Actually  it  seems  to  have  emerged  out  of  the  shadow  of  the 
1858  Over  Inverted  Date  to  claim  its  own  place  and  be  recognized  as  a 
valuable  rarity  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series. 

Part  II  -  Emerging  from  the  Shadows 

A  brief  review  of  the  discovery  of  the  rare  1858  Over  Inverted  Date  half 
dime  and  its  eventual  listing  in  the  Red  Book  reveals  and  confirms  the  fact 
that  the  1858  Double  Date  half  dime  is  not  only  a  much  rarer  variety,  but 
also  that  it  emerged  from  obscurity  thanks  to  the  attention  given  to  the  1858 
Over  Inverted  Date.  It  was  in  the  February  2,  1966  issue  of  Coin  World  that 
Q.  David  Bowers  gave  the  1858  Over  Inverted  Date  its  first  publicity, 
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including  an  enlarged  clear  picture  of  this  blundered  date  as  it  was  called. 
He  asked  his  readers  to  let  him  know  of  similar  specimens  to  try  to  deter- 
mine the  scarcity  of  this  variety. 

One  month  later,  in  his  March  2,  1966  Coin  World  column,  "Numismatic 
Depth  Study",  Bowers  stated:  "...five  specimens  are  now  known,  two  in 
uncirculated  condition".  Toward  the  end  of  this  column  he  wrote:  "The 
1858 over  inverted  half  dime  is  definitely  rare... Publicity  leads  to  discovery 
and  no  doubt  more  will  come  to  light  during  the  next  few  months."  He  then 
gives  a  big  stimulus  to  the  wider  recognition  of  this  variety  by  writing: 
'Should,  per  chance,  the  editors  of  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
see  fit  to  include  this  interesting  variety  in  their  publication,  it  will  be  given 
great  publicity  and  will  endure  as  a  major  variety." 

The  1858  Over  Inverted  Date  half  dime  was  first  listed  in  the  24th  Edition 
of  the  Red  Book  (1971 )  with  a  picture  of  the  date  minimally  enlarged  to  show 
those  unique  lines  between  the  digits.  Valuations  given  were  Fine  $30, 
VF  $50  and  UNO  $200.  Five  years  later  in  the  29th  Edition  of  the  Red  Book 
(1976)  the  picture  shown  is  just  of  the  date  itself,  enlarged  considerably  to 
show  more  clearly  those  characteristic  curved  lines  within  the  date  and 
attracting  the  readers'  attention  dramatically.  By  this  time  it  was  definitely 
"enduring  as  a  major  variety"  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series. 


1858  OVER  INVERTED  DATE  HALF  DIME 
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But  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  1858  Double  Date  half  dime?  Everything. 
The  enormous  attention  which  developed  for  the  1858  Over  Inverted  Date 
through  the  Red  Book  listings  and  photos  since  1971  led  many  collectors  and 
dealers  to  examine  their  1858  half  dimes.  By  1976  the  valuations  were  $100 
in  VF,  $185  in  EF  and  $525  in  uncirculated  for  the  Over  Inverted  Date 
variety.  That  represented  a  lot  of  motivation  when  the  regular  1858  half 
dime  in  VF  was  valued  at  only  $7.  Quite  obviously  then  since  1971  a  great 
many  1858  half  dimes  have  been  carefully  scrutinized  to  discover  this 
valuable  rarity.  It  also  means  that  the  1858  Double  Date  would  certainly 
have  become  very  visible  if  it  existed  in  any  quantity.  It  could  be  identified 
and  distinguished  from  the  Over  Inverted  Date  variety  very  easily.  It  does 
not  have  the  lines  between  the  digits  but  shows  strong  lines  inside  the  lower 
loop  of  the  5  and  inside  the  lower  loop  of  the  second  8.  But  where  are  the 
1858  Double  Date  half  dimes?  What  have  we  heard  about  them  during 
these  years  of  hunting  for  the  1858  Over  Inverted  Date?  Very  little. 

In  the  August  15,  1973  issue  of  Coin  World  Q.  David  Bowers  again  wrote 
about  the  1858  Over  Inverted  Date  half  dime.  The  popular  columnist 
referred  to  this  variety  as  "one  of  the  most  spectacular  errors  in  numis- 
matics...a  major  rarity  in  UNO  condition",  and  "the  piece  is  listed  in  the 
Guide  Book  at  valuations  approximately  10  times  greater  than  those  given 
for  a  regular  1858  issue...".  This  represented  another  big  boost  in  publicity 
for  the  1858  half  dimes  and  more  stimulus  for  carefully  examining  the  dates 
on  them. 
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Soon  the  1858  Double  Date  would  have  to  emerge  from  the  shadows  and 
be  mentioned.  And  it  was  in  1975.  in  an  article  by  Walter  Breen  entitled 
"How  Rare  Is  It?"  appearing  in  the  September-October  Steve  Ivy  price  list 
Here  the  following  two  sentences  appeared:  "Then  there  is  the  1858  Over 
Inverted  Date,  which  is  rare  in  all  grades  (less  than  twenty  seen  to  date)  but 
extremely  so  in  mint  state.  A  less  obvious  one,  1858  with  date  first  cut  far 
too  high  then  corrected,  is  rarer  still".  Finally,  it  is  emerging;  some  atten- 
tion is  being  given  to  the  1858  Double  Date.  Out  of  the  shadows  of  the  1858 
Over  Inverted  Date  this  rarity  is  beginning  to  be  recognized.  We  find  that 
Taxay  listed  this  variety  as  "H.D.  81,  1858  Double  Date"  in  the  1976 
Second  Edition  of  Scott's  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Coins.  The  comment  states  "Original  date  cut  too  high.  R7"  and  the 
prices  in  each  grade  are  left  blank.  The  1858  Over  Inverted  1858  is  noted  as 
borderline  R7  and  prices  are  given  for  each  grade. 

For  those  of  us  in  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  the  1858  Double 
Date  half  dime  was  brought  to  our  attention  in  Issue  #5  of  this  Journal, 
dated  March  1976,  in  Kam's  Korner.  Kam  answered  a  question  about  the 
1858  Over  Inverted  Date  half  dime  not  being  listed  in  Valentine  or  any  of  the 
supplemental  material  in  the  Quarterman  Publication  reprint  of  1975.  At 
the  end  of  his  answer  to  that  question  he  added  "There  is  another  variety 
very  similar  to  this  one,  the  1858  recut  date.  A  possible  R7  rarity. ' ' 

Strangely  though,  in  the  January  1977  Monthly  Summary  of  the  COIN 
DEALER  Newsletter  (the  gray  sheet),  in  Ahwash's  lead  article  with  an 
extensive  listing  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  with  many  different  varieties, 
he  did  not  include  the  1858  Double  Date,  or  "recut  date"  as  he  described  it 
earlier.  He  explained  his  gray  sheet  listing  this  way;  "It  is  a  pity  that  the 
collecting  society  has  been  kept  in  the  dark  so  long  about  these  major 
varieties  and  I  welcome  this  opportunity  to  inform  those  interested  in 
Liberty  Seated  half  dimes.  These  varieties  have  not  "popped  up"  overnight 
and  its  about  time  that  this  pricing  information  reaches  the  collecting 
public" 

His  listing  included  some  very  exotic  half  dime  varieties  such  as  the 
1838-0  Type  II,  1838  Small  Stars,  1843  recut  date,  1844-0  Large  O,  1847 
recut  date,  1849  (9  over  8  over  6)  and  the  1858  Over  Inverted  Date  but  not 
the  1858  "recut  date"  as  he  refers  to  it.  However,  all  was  not  lost  for  the 
best  was  just  about  to  come  thanks  to  Ahwash's  column  in  the  July  13,  1977 
issue  of  Coin  World.  The  big  headline  ran  all  the  way  across  the  top  of  the 
page:  "Kam's  Korner. ..1858  Over  Inverted  Date".  Below  this  headline,  in 
his  answer  to  the  question  about  the  Over  Inverted  Date  variety,  Kam  once 
again  gave  the  following  reference,  this  time  to  a  much  wider  audience: 
"There  is  another  variety  similar  to  this  one,  the  1858  Recut  Date 
(Blundered  die)  which  has  the  date  cut  very  high,  first,  then  corrected  by 
repunching  it  much  lower,  and  is  more  than  likely  at  least  an  R7."  Included 
with  this  Coin  World  feature  were  two  beautifully  enlarged  pictures  of  these 
dates,  the  1858  Over  Inverted  Date  and  the  1858  Double  Date.  There  it  was 
at  last,  openly  recognized  and  pictured  clearly  for  the  world  to  see. 
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The  1858  Double  Date  is  now  listed  as  an  official  variety  by  the  Coin 
Market  Supplement  of  Numismatic  News  and  Coin  Prices  magazine.  Now 
that  it  has  emerged  out  of  the  shadows,  it  may  some  day  be  listed  in  the  Red 
Book,  perhaps  when  the  1870-S  half  dime  is  listed. 

Part  I II  -  The  Other  Side  of  the  Coin 

By  some  strange  stroke  of  numismatic  irony  there  is  one  reverse  variety 
of  the  1858  Double  Date  half  dime  which  has  incused  on  it,  at  the  top,  an 
1858  inverted  date.  It  appears  as  part  of  a  heavy  die  clash  on  the  reverse,  of 
course,  but  it  does  stand  out  strongly:  a  third  date,  on  the  reverse  of  the 
coin,  inverted  at  that. 

Valentine  mentions  the  die  clash  phenomenon  in  his  description  of  the 
regular  1858  half  dime,  the  variety  2  reverse:  "a  bad  die  flaw  in  STA  of 
STATES  and  thence  under  TES  into  OF.  Flaw  at  right  stem."  But 
Valentine's  description  is  of  only  a  part  of  a  die  clash  and  no  mention  is 
made  of  an  inverted  date  at  the  top  of  this  reverse.  The  1858  Double  Date 
has  not  only  a  full  outline  of  the  Seated  Liberty  device  from  the  die  clash  but 
also  some  stars  come  out  on  the  reverse,  between  the  M  and  E,  the  E  and  R 
and  the  R  and  I  of  AMERICA.  On  the  left  side  the  stars  are  visible  between 
the  N  and  I  and  underneath  the  T  and  E  of  UNITED. 

Not  every  1858  half  dime  has  a  die  clash  on  the  reverse,  of  course.  There 
is  the  V2  described  above  and  we  have  found  die  clash  marks  quite  evident 
on  half  of  the  eight  examples  of  the  1858  Over  Inverted  Date  half  dimes  we 
examined.  But  in  no  other  instance  have  we  seen  any  evidence  of  the 
inverted  date  being  visible  at  the  top  of  the  reverse  of  any  of  these  die 

clashed  coins.  Only  on  the  two  1858  Double  Dates  have  the  inverted  dates 
appeared  on  the  reverse. 

LSCC  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjuction  with  the 
88th  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Convention  Center  in  St.  Louis  Missouri 
from  July  29  to  August  2, 1979.  The  club  meeting  will  be  held  in  Stouffers/ 
Eugene  Field  Room  on  Monday,  July  30,  1979  at  10  AM.  Please  try  to 
attend. 

The  Annual  Meeting  will  begin  with  a  short  business  meeting.  Some 
action  will  be  taken  at  this  meeting  to  resolve  the  financial  deficit  of  the 
club.  There  is  not  a  serious  financial  problem  but  we  have  operated  at  a 
loss  of  several  hundred  dollars  the  past  two  years  and  must  take  steps  to 
reverse  this  trend  now  that  the  club  treasury  is  almost  depleted.  The 
deficit  resulted  because  we  were  unable  to  increase  club  membership  as 
anticipated  to  offset  increased  costs  due  to  inflation. 

As  a  feature  presentation  of  the  meeting  we  will  attempt  to  assemble  all 
known  specimens  of  the  1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  half  dollar.  There  will  be 
sufficient  opportunity  to  examine  and  discuss  this  rarity  of  the  Seated  half 
series.  We  will  also  show  the  club's  slide  presentation  on  Seated  coins 
for  those  who  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  view  this  program. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 


LIBERTY  SEATED  VARIETIES 
FROM  MISAMIR  COMPANY 


HALF  DIMES 

1844/184      VF-35   $20 

1860/1860     XF-45+  60 

DIMES 

1842-0  Medium  OVF  20 

1842-0  Small  O  Good  6 

1842-0  May  be  different  die  state  of  shattered 

reverse,  VF  90 

1843/1843  Nice  VG  50 

1857-0  Medium  O  Fine   15 

1 877  Type  I  reverse  VF-35  +   40 

HALVES 

1842  Small  Date  VG+   14 

1842/184  Large  Date  Recut  Right.  XF-40   75 

1842/184  Large  Date  Recut  Up  XF-45  85 

1845-0  No  Drapery,  VF-35  75 

1845-  0  No  Drapery,  Good   17 

1845/1845-0  VF-35  +  125 

1 846-  0  No  Drapery,  VF-35  +  90 

1865-S  Small  S,  VF-35  75 

BUYING: 
ANY  GRADE 

1844-0         HALF  DIME 

1855-S  HALF  DOLLAR 

1873  No  Arrows,  Open  3,  HALF  DOLLAR 


MISAMIR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  166 
Auburn,  Ma.  01501 
Tel.  617-754-3337 
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VARIETIES  OF  THE  1877-CC  QUARTER 

by 

John  McCloskey 

Although  I  have  studied  the  1877-CC  quarter  for  several  years  I  find  that  I 
still  have  a  number  of  unresolved  questions  about  pieces  of  this  date.  With 
a  mintage  of  over  4  million  pieces  the  date  is  common  but  it  is  still  difficult 
to  examine  enough  pieces  to  resolve  questions  about  existence  of  specific 
varieties.  I  have  therefore  decided  to  present  the  information  that  I  have 
gathered  in  the  hope  that  others  can  add  to  the  list  of  varieties  known  to  me. 
I  have  been  able  to  identify  six  different  varieties  of  this  date  but  recognize 
that  the  list  is  surely  far  from  complete.  I  will  use  the  same  format  for 
describing  the  varieties  that  I  used  in  my  listing  of  the  1876-CC  quarters  in 
Issue  #13  of  the  Journal.  The  background  for  the  description  of  these 
varieties  will  be  given  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

Variation  in  the  obverse  dies  of  the  1877-CC  quarters  will  be  recorded  by 
noting  the  position  of  the  date  relative  to  the  obverse  shield.  There  are  ten 
stripes  in  the  shield  below  the  word  LIBERTY.  The  date  is  referenced  to 
these  by  extending  a  line  up  along  the  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  digit  1 
until  it  Intersects  the  edge  of  the  shield.  The  stripes  are  numbered  one 
through  ten,  consecutively  from  left  to  right.  Notation  is  then  made  as  to 
which  stripe  intersects  the  edge  of  the  shield  over  the  right  edge  of  the  up- 
right of  the  digit  1.  One  particular  obverse  die  is  easily  recognized  as  the 
1877/77-CC.  For  this  variety  the  last  two  digits  in  the  date  were  originally 
punched  too  low  and  then  corrected.  Even  more  interesting  is  the  fact  that 
this  obverse  comes  with  two  reverses  which  can  be  distinguished  by  the 
different  positions  of  their  mintmarks. 


1877/77-CC  QUARTER 
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Two  reverse  hubs  were  used  to  strike  quarters  of  this  period.  The  Type  I 
hub  has  an  A  in  STATES  with  wide  serifs,  the  A  almost  touching  the  two 
T '  s  on  either  side  at  the  base.  The  Type  1 1  hub  has  an  A  in  STATES  with 
short  serifs,  the  A  not  close  to  the  two  T's  at  the  base.  For  pictures  and 
more  details  on  the  two  hubs  see  pages  17-19  of  Issue  #8  of  the  Journal. 

Two  sizes  of  mintmarks  appear  on  the  1877-CC  quarters.  These  two  sizes 
will  be  called  the  Small  cc  and  the  Large  CC  varieties.  Each  c  in  the  Small  cc 
mintmark  is  basically  circular,  measuring  0.7mm  tall  and  0.7mm  wide. 
Each  C  in  the  Large  CC  variety  measures  almost  1.0mm  tall  and  is  0.7mm 
wide.  Pictures  of  the  two  mintmark  sizes  are  shown  for  comparison  in  the 
listing  of  the  varieties  of  the  1876-CC  quarters  on  page  25  of  Issue  #13  of  the 
Journal. 

With  this  background  on  the  major  die  characteristics  of  the  1877-CC 
quarters,  a  description  of  each  of  the  observed  varieties  can  be  given  for 
future  reference. 

1.  Type  II  reverse  hub.  Small  cc  mintmark,  113  reeds.  Small  cc  mintmark,  a 
little  high  in  field.  The  two  Cs  are  0.3mm  apart  and  level.  The  left  C  is 
0.4mm  over  the  upright  of  the  R,  the  right  C  is  partially  over  the  R  and  the 
space  between  RD.  On  the  obverse,  the  right  edge  of  the  digit  1  is  under 
the  7th  stripe. 

2.  Type  II  reverse  hub.  Large  CC  mintmark,  113  reeds,  Recut  77  in  date. 
Large  CC  mintmark,  a  little  high  in  field.  The  two  Cs  are  0.6mm  apart  and 
level.  The  left  C  is  0.4mm  over  the  left  edge  of  the  R,  the  right  C  over  the 
left  side  of  the  space  between  RD.  On  the  obverse  the  right  edge  of  the  digit 
1  is  under  the  7th  stripe.  Recut  77  in  date,  the  77  first  punched  too  low. 

3.  Type  II  reverse  hub,  Large  CC  mintmark,  113  reeds,  Recut  77  in  date. 
Large  CC  mintmark,  a  little  high  in  field.  The  two  Cs  are  0.2mm  apart  with 
the  right  C  appearing  higher  in  the  field.  The  left  C  is  0.4mm  over  the  left 
side  of  the  R,  the  right  C  is  partially  over  the  R  and  the  space  between  RD. 
Same  obverse  as  previous  variety  with  recut  77  in  date,  the  77  first  punched 
too  low. 

4.  Type  II  reverse  hub,  Large  CC  mintmark,  113  reeds.  Large  CC  mint- 
mark,  a  little  high  in  field.  The  two  Cs  are  0.3mm  apart  and  level.  The  left 
C  is  0.4mm  over  the  center  of  the  R,  the  right  C  centered  over  the  space  be- 
tween RD.  On  the  obverse,  the  right  edge  of  the  digit  1  is  under  the  7th 
stripe. 

5.  Type  II  reverse  hub.  Large  CC  mintmark,  113  reeds.  Large  CC  mint- 
mark,  high  in  field.  The  two  Cs  are  0.2mm  apart  and  level.  The  left  C  is 
0.5mm  over  the  right  side  of  the  R,  the  left  C  centered  over  the  space  be- 
tween RD.  On  the  obverse,  the  right  edge  of  the  digit  1  is  under  the  7th 
stripe. 

6.  Type  II  reverse  hub.  Large  CC  mintmark,  113  reeds.  Large  CC  mint- 
mark,  a  little  high  in  field.  The  two  Cs  are  0.5mm  apart  with  the  right  C 
appearing  higher  in  the  field.  The  left  C  is  0.4mm  over  the  left  side  of  the  R, 
the  right  C  over  the  left  side  of  the  space  between  RD.  On  the  obverse,  the 
right  edge  of  the  digit  1  is  under  the  6th  stripe. 
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1877/77-CC  QUARTER 


LARGE  CC  MINTMARK,  VARIETY  2 


1877-CC  QUARTER 
LARGE  CO  MINTMARK,  VARIETY  4 
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All  the  1877-CC  quarters  I  have  seen  have  had  the  Type  II  reverse  hub.  I 
have  been  searching  for  the  Type  I  reverse  variety  for  several  years  but  so 
far  have  not  been  able  to  find  it.  If  the  Type  I  reverse  exists  for  this  date  it 
would  have  to  be  quite  rare. 

The  Large  CC  mintmark  variety  is  far  more  connmon  than  the  Small  cc 
variety.  I  would  not  want  to  call  the  Small  cc  variety  rare  but  it  is  not  en- 
countered nearly  as  often  as  the  Large  CC  variety.  I  have  observed  no  reed- 
ing differences  for  this  date  with  all  the  pieces  seen  having  the  standard  113 
reeds.  This  is  in  contrast  to  the  1876-CC  quarter  where  the  fine  reeding 
varieties  have  been  given  much  publicity  in  a  variety  of  catalogues  and 
references. 

The  1877/77-CC  variety  is  probably  the  most  interesting  of  the  quarters 
of  this  date.  The  repunching  in  the  final  two  digits  can  be  seen  on  even  a 
worn  piece  although  the  doubling  does  fade  with  wear.  The  variety  comes 
strongly  die  clashed  with  an  impression  of  the  scroll  showing  over  the  digit  8 
in  the  date.  I  am  unable  to  give  a  rarity  rating  between  the  two  varieties  of 
the  1877/77-CC  quarter  at  this  time.  I  simply  have  not  seen  enough  of  ei- 
ther variety  to  form  a  reliable  opinion  on  relative  rarity. 

The  1877-CC  quarter  is  a  common  date  and  available  in  a  variety  of 
grades  at  almost  any  coin  show.  Many  of  the  pieces  of  this  date  are  yet  to  be 
carefully  examined  leaving  the  strong  possibility  that  other  interesting  vari- 
eties are  yet  to  be  discovered.  Take  a  few  minutes  to  examine  the  pieces 
that  you  own,  you  may  be  surprised  at  what  you  find. 

The  three  pictures  of  the  1877-CC  quarters  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney 
at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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.THAT'S  OUR  NAME. ..AND  THAT'S  OUR  SPECIALTY 


Servicing  Collector  and  Investor  needs  for  the  past  2  years. 

When  you  can't  locate  the  tough  date,  come  to  us,  we  have 
them. ..if  not,  we'll  get  them! 

Our  Specialty: 

Seated  Liberty  Dollars 
Seated  Liberty  Halves 

Investment  programs  on  Seated  and  Trade  Dollars. 

Also,  buying  and  selling  all:  Vi  Dimes,  Dimes,  Quarters, 
Halves  and  Dollars  in  all  grades  for  Seated  Specialists. 

4080  N.W.  103  Drive,  Coral  Springs,  Florida  33065 
Barry  Ciociola  L.S.C.C.  #461 
Phone:  (305)753-2802 
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MINT  MARK  VARIETIES  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  HALF  DOLLARS 

(1855-1878) 
by 

Randall  E.  Wiley 

Although  I  started  collecting  half  dollars  by  date  and  mint  in  the  early 
sixties,  I  did  not  start  collecting  the  Liberty  Seated  series  until  1975.  A  year 
later,  I  joined  the  LSCC  and  my  collecting  interests  changed.  I  now  collect 
half  dollars  by  date,  mint  and  variety. 

Mint  mark  varieties  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  coined  at  the  branch 
mint  in  San  Francisco  have  been  the  topic  of  three  articles  in  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  to  date.  John  McCloskey  published  an  article  on  varieties  of  the 
1862-S  half  in  Issue  #5  and  on  varieties  of  the  1864-S  half  in  Issue  #14. 
Dr.  David  Brase  published  an  article  in  Issue  #8  which  showed  photographs 
of  nine  different  mint  mark  sizes  for  San  Francisco  halves  and  discussed 
various  size  and  location  varieties.  Each  of  these  fine  articles  sheds  some 
light  on  a  rather  dark  area  of  Numismatics  which  I  feel  would  have  a  great 
deal  of  collector  appeal  if  it  were  properly  exposed. 

Previous  to  these  articles  in  the  journal,  the  only  references  on  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar  varieties  were  "A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
and  Sub-Varieties"  by  M.L.  Beistle  and  Scott's  "Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Coins"  by  Don  Taxay.  Although  deserving  of  much  credit,  these  references 
are  not  consistent  with  each  other  or  within  their  own  text.  In  some 
instances,  they  are  quite  inaccurate.  In  all  fairness  to  Beistle,  I  believe  that 
his  tools  limited  his  ability  to  accurately  describe  mint  mark  sizes.  The 
foreword  in  his  book  dated  1929  states,  "...and  for  the  many  fine  measure- 
ments, I  used  a  small  2V2  inch  needle  pointed  compass,  and  a  two  inch  steel 
rule,  that  is  scaled  to  hundreds  of  an  inch."  Beistle  rounded  off  all  measure- 
ments to  the  nearest  hundredth  of  an  inch  (large  .07,  medium  .06,  small  .05, 
and  later  medium  .05  and  small  .04).  This  turned  out  to  be  a  disaster  as  the 
average  height  of  a  large  S  is  .065  inches  and  the  average  height  of  a 
medium  S  is  .055  inches.  I  believe  Beistle  sometimes  listed  erroneous  sizes 
as  a  result  of  rounding  off  two  mint  marks  of  nearly  the  same  size  in 
different  directions,  up  for  one  die  and  down  for  another.  An  example  of 
this  type  of  error  was  alluded  to  in  David  Brase's  article  when  he  pointed 
out  that  Beistle's  1857  medium  S  and  his  1859  small  S  were  the  same  size. 

For  my  measurements,  I  was  fortunate  to  have  a  small,  pocket-sized  50X 
microscope  with  a  reticle  accurate  to  .001  inches.  This  extra  accuracy 
greatly  facilitated  classification  of  mint  mark  sizes.  Lest  I  scare  off  some 
potential  collectors,  let  me  emphasize  that  high  magnification  and  a 
measuring  reticle  are  not  required  to  adequately  identify  various  mint  mark 
sizes.  If  you  know  what  sizes  exist  for  a  given  year  and  you  have  a  few  coins 
for  a  comparative  analysis,  you  can  identify  which  size  variety  you  have  with 
little  or  no  magnification.  However,  if  you  desire  to  advance  your  collection 
to  include  variations  in  location  of  mint  marks  as  well  as  size  for  a  given  year 
(identify  all  dies)  and  also  to  identify  transitional  dies  (same  reverse  die 
used  in  more  than  one  year),  I  recommend  finding  a  microscope  similar  to 
mine  which  is  listed  in  a  catalog  by  Edmund  Scientific  Co.  of 
Barrington,  N.J. 
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Since  I  started  collecting  data  on  mint  mark  sizes  in  1976,  I  have  tried  to 
prepare  an  article  presenting  the  information  on  several  occasions.  Due  to 
continually  expanding  the  scope  of  my  effort  and  limited  time  and  resources 
to  devote  to  the  task,  I  have  until  now  been  unsuccessful.  Even  now,  I  must 
restrict  the  depth  of  my  discussion  to  allow  me  to  present  some  of  my  data. 

During  the  subject  era,  dies  for  the  branch  mints  were  prepared  in 
Philadelphia.  In  general,  the  branch  mints  would  send  requests  for  dies 
several  months  prior  to  a  new  calendar  year  stating  their  estimated  require- 
ments for  the  coming  year.  Philadelphia  would  respond  by  shipping 
available  dies  as  soon  as  possible,  and  they  would  prepare  new  dies  to  fill 
the  balance  of  the  requirements.  To  permit  maximum  flexibility  in  the 
distribution  of  dies  to  the  various  mints,  mint  marks  were  added  to  the  dies 
just  prior  to  shipment.  This  method  of  operation  resulted  in  dies  being 
punched  in  batches.  Fortunately  for  numismatists,  quality  control  was  not  a 
consideration  in  this  process  as  half  dollars  of  this  era  are  found  to  be 
marked  in  a  variety  of  locations  and  by  a  large  number  of  different  punches. 
I  feel  that  most  of  the  variations  are  a  result  of  batches  being  prepared 
several  months  apart.  For  any  one  batch,  I  contend  that  a  single  punch  was 
used  and  that  the  mint  marks  were  usually  placed  in  the  same  general 
location. 

In  this  regard,  I  have  examined  correspondence  files  at  the  National 
Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.  to  determine  the  number  of  dies  requested 
each  year  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and  the 
associated  die  shipments  by  the  Director  of  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia. 
This  information  has  helped  me  to  establish  limits  on  the  total  number  of 
dies  I  can  expect  to  find  marked  from  the  same  punch.  However,  this 
information  is  not  yet  complete  and  will  not  be  detailed  at  this  time. 

I  have  prepared  a  table  of  mint  mark  sizes  by  date  for  San  Francisco  half 
dollars  (1855-1878).  Each  character  in  the  table  matrix  represents  a  coin  I 
have  measured  which  came  from  a  unique  reverse  die  for  the  year  listed. 
Some  reverse  dies  were  used  in  more  than  one  year  and  are  listed  in  both 
years.  In  a  few  instances,  two  different  dies  for  the  same  year  had  mint 
marks  which  measured  the  same  size,  and  I  had  to  adjust  the  placement  of 
one  of  the  characters  by  .001  inches  to  show  both  dies. 

Be  aware  that  dies  marked  from  the  same  punch  did  not  always  have  mint 
marks  of  the  same  size.  Die  punches  were  bevelled,  and  depending  on  the 
force  of  the  hand-punched  impression,  the  size  of  the  resulting  mint  mark 
would  vary  several  thousandths  of  an  inch.  My  measurements  also  varied 
due  to  human  error  (.001  inches)  and  the  mint  state  of  the  coin  being 
measured.  Low  grades  tended  to  measure  high.  Recut  or  double  mint 
marks  measure  high  by  as  much  as  .005  inches.  Bag  marks  on  top  of  mint 
marks  were  a  real  nuisance. 

Listed  below  are  some  comments  I  have  prepared  to  supplement  the 
information  in  my  table  and  point  out  sOme  of  the  descrepancies  (from  my 
point  of  view)  in  the  references  I  mentioned  earlier.  Comments  are 
arranged  by  date. 
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Mint  Mark  Varieties  of  San  Francisco  Half  Dollars 
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X:  COINS  I  HAVE  MEASURED.         B:  MINT  MARK  BROKEN  AT  TOP. 
D:  MINT  MARK  DOUBLED  OR  RECUT.  ^^r^o.oo..r-  .^..r..... 

-9:  COINS  PHOTOGRAPHED  BY  DR.  DAVID  BRASE  FOR  ISSUE  #  8  OF  THE  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL. 


1855-  S.  I  found  two  dies,  both  with  large  S's.  David  Erase  photo- 
graphed one  variety.  My  other  variety  had  an  S  slightly  more  to  the  left, 
and  it  appeared  to  be  the  same  as  a  proof  I  examined  at  the  table  of  Julian 
Leidman.  My  research  indicates  that  4  reverse  dies  were  shipped  to  San 
Francisco  in  January  of  1855.  Twelve  more  reverse  dies  were  shipped  in 
December  of  1855  along  with  obverse  dies  dated  1856.  I  believe  that  all  16 
of  these  dies  were  large  S's. 

1856-  S.  I  found  three  dies,  all  had  large  S's.  The  largest  S  was  very 
heavily  impressed  and  was  paired  with  a  no-drapery  obverse.  My  research 
indicates  that  dies  for  1857  were  shipped  in  December  of  1856,  but  I  could 
not  find  the  invoice.  I  believe  that  this  shipment  was  entirely  medium  S 
reverses. 

1857-  S.  I  found  one  large  S  and  two  medium  S  dies.  Each  medium  S  has 
some  unique  die  characteristics,  but  I  am  not  absolutely  sure  that  they  are 
not  different  die  states  of  the  same  die  as  the  mint  marks  are  almost 
identical  in  size  and  location.  Taxay  puts  a  premium  on  the  medium  S  and 
some  auction  companies  are  quick  to  call  it  the  rarer  variety  based  on  this 
reference  even  though  they  never  have  a  large  S  to  offer  for  sale.  Beistle 
says  that  the  large  S  is  very  rare,  and  I  agree.  I  have  found  that  this  die  is 
transitional  with  one  of  the  1856  reverse  dies  which  supports  the  rarity. 
Taxay  states  that  the  large  S  is  1  V2  mm  high  and  the  medium  S  is  1  mm 
high.  I  find  these  measurements  to  be  substantially  low.  I  elected  to  buy 
my  microscope  with  a  reticle  in  inches  because  Beistle's  measurements 
were  in  inches  and  because  I  could  get  a  more  accurate  measurement  (.001 
inches).  The  metric  reticle  was  accurate  to  .1  mm,  and  this  is  equal  to  .004 
inches.  Incidentally,  the  conversion  factor  between  inches  and  millimeters 
is  25.4,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  convert  with  a  calculator.  For  example,  I  said 
that  the  average  size  of  a  medium  S  was  .055  inches.  Multiply  this  by  25.4 
and  you  get  1.397  mm  which  is  very  close  to  John  McCloskey's  value  of 
1.4  mm.  Scott's  value  is  not  only  low  for  a  medium  S,  but  it  is  less  than 
McCloskey's  value  for  the  small  S  of  1.1  mm.  My  research  indicates  that 
dies  for  1858  were  shipped  in  November  of  1857.  Again,  I  could  not  find  the 
invoice  to  ascertain  quantities. 

1858-  S.  Beistle  and  Taxay  both  list  three  sizes;  large,  medium,  and 
small  My  measurements  indicate  five  different  dies  but  only  two  sizes, 
large  and  medium  S's.  Beistle's  error  is  understandably  the  result  of 
rounding  off  his  measurements.  Taxay  says  that  the  small  S  is  2/3ds  mm 
high.  This  is  rediculous.  Divide  this  by  25.4  to  convert  to  inches,  and  you 
net  026  inches  which  is  smaller  than  my  micro  S.  My  research  indicates 
that"  two  unrequested  reverse  dies  were  shipped  in  March  of  1858.  When 
San  Francisco  sent  its  requisition  for  1859  dies,  only  obverse  dies  were 
requested  because  they  had  "quite  a  few  reverse  dies  left  on  hand".  There 
must  have  been  quite  a  few  as  my  research  indicates  that  no  more  reverse 
dies  were  sent  until  April  of  1862.  ^.a 

1859-  S.  Beistle  lists  two  large  S's  and  small  S.  I  found  two  large  S  s  and 
a  medium  S.  This  is  another  rounding  off  error  for  Beistle. 

1860-  S.  Taxay  lists  a  large  S  and  a  medium-large  S.  I  find  no  evidence  to 
support  a  medium-large  S,  only  large  S  and  medium  S.  I  heard  that  Walter 
Breen  had  listed  an  1860  inverted  S,  but  I  have  not  verified  this  information. 
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1861-  S.  Beistle  lists  only  one  large  S  die.  I  found  two  large  S  and  two 
medium  S.  Taxay  lists  both  sizes  with  a  substantial  premium  on  the 
medium  S,  possibly  because  it  was  unlisted  by  Beistle.  I  found  one  variety 
of  the  medium  S  to  be  scarce,  but  the  other  was  available. 

1862-  S.  Beistle  and  Taxay  both  list  three  sizes,  large,  medium  and  small 
S's.  I  concur.  Taxay  puts  a  premium  on  the  small  S  (broken  mint  mark), 
but  I  think  the  medium  S  is  just  as  scarce.  Only  one  medium  S  die  vice  two 
small  S  dies  supports  this  claim.  The  appearance  of  the  small  S  also  marked 
the  appearance  of  a  new  reverse  hub.  Note  that  all  of  the  dies  from  the  old 
hub  and  none  of  the  dies  from  any  subsequent  hubs  had  either  a  large  or 
medium  S.  This  supports  my  contention  of  no  Small  S  dies  prior  to  1862. 

1863-  S.  Beistle  lists  two  dies,  both  with  small  broken  S's.  I  agree.  I  also 
found  a  third  die  with  a  small  unbroken  S  which  I  think  came  from  the  same 
punch  as  the  broken  mint  marks.  It  was  probably  the  first  die  marked  by 
the  punch.  Notice  that  the  other  1863  varieties  are  actually  partially  broken 
as  compared  to  the  other  years  which  are  cleanly  broken.  This  indicates 
a  progressive  deterioration  of  the  punch. 

1864-  S.  A  new  size  S  appeared  which  was  only  slightly  shorter  than  the 
small  broken  S,  but  it  was  also  thinner  and  the  resultant  size  (area)  was 
noticeably  smaller.  Both  of  these  mint  marks  were  very  close  to  .04  inches 
high,  and  Beistle  elected  to  call  the  broken  S  variety  a  medium  S  (.05 
inches)  even  though  he  had  called  the  same  mint  mark  small  (.04  inches)  the 
previous  two  years.  I  strongly  feel  that  the  adjectives  used  to  describe  mint 
marks  should  be  consistent  throughout  a  series  and  not  just  relevant  to  a 
particular  date,  even  if  you  must  invent  a  new  adjective.  Taxay  called  the 
new  size  a  small  thin  S.  For  once,  I  agree  with  Taxay.  John  McClosKey 
followed  the  same  practice  as  Beistle  in  his  article  on  the  1864-S.  The 
description  of  his  medium  S  was  the  same  as  the  small  S  in  his  1862-S 
article.  I  also  question  John's  measurement  of  1 .7  mm  for  his  1864  large  S. 
Perhaps  he  assumed  that  it  was  the  same  size  as  his  1 862  large  S  which  I  do 
find  to  be  1.68  mm.  I  have  measured  six  pieces  and  found  the  largest 
(lowest  grade)  mint  mark  to  measure  .062  inches.  This  converts  to 
1 .57  mm.  In  fact,  this  mint  mark  was  so  small  that  it  fell  into  the  medium- 
large  area  of  my  table.  The  S  is  weakly  punched  and  could  be  from  the  same 
punch  as  the  other  large  S's.  It  also  could  be  from  a  unique  punch.  I  find 
the  small  thin  S  to  be  more  scarce  than  the  medium-large  S.  The  small  thin 
S  was  transitional  as  it  appears  in  1865  as  one  of  four  small  thin  S  dies  and 
this  supports  its  scarcity.  John  McCloskey  was  wrong  when  he  said  that  the 
small  thin  S  punch  continued  to  be  used  on  pieces  through  the  1871-S.  The 
1866-S  with  no  motto  was  the  last  appearance  of  this  S.  Pieces  starting  with 
the  1866-S  with  motto  had  what  I  call  a  very  small  S.  This  can  be  seen  by 
comparing  David  Brase's  photographs  3  and  6. 

1865-  S.  I  found  one  small  broken  S  die  and  four  small  thin  S  dies.  The 
broken  S  variety  is  naturally  more  scarce  as  a  size  variety.  It  is  not  as  scarce 
as  the  transitional  small  thin  S  as  a  die  variety  for  the  date.  My  research 
indicates  that  five  reverse  dies  were  shipped  in  October  of  1863.  I  feel  that 
they  were  the  only  dies  marked  from  the  small  thin  S  punch,  and  they  were 
used  only  during  1864-66.  I  show  six  characters  in  my  table,  but  one  die  was 
transitional. 
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1866-70-S.  Except  for  the  1866-S  with  no  motto,  I  did  not  find  any  size 
variations  during  these  years.  I  have  listed  three  location  varieties  for  each 
year  in  my  table,  but  there  were  usually  more.  As  a  minimum  you  can  find 
varieties  high  in  the  crotch,  under  the  feather  curve  and  under  the  feather 
tip  for  all  of  these  years.  As  a  date,  I  found  the  1869-S  to  be  the  most 
scarce,  followed  by  the  1870-S  and  the  1866-S. 

1871-  S.  A  small  S  almost  exactly  the  same  as  the  1863  unbroken  S 
appears.  Beistle  and  Taxay  both  call  it  a  medium  S.  I  found  an  interesting 
variety  of  the  very  small  S  for  this  year  with  the  mint  mark  punched  at  an 
angle  such  that  the  top  curve  of  the  S  is  barely  visible.  There  is  a  die  crack 
between  the  letters  M  and  E  similar  to  those  described  by  David  Brase  in 
Issue  #5  concerning  a  counterfeit  1873-S  no  arrows  half.  My  coin  is  paired 
with  a  very  heavily  lapped  no-drapery  obverse. 

1872-  S.  A  new  size  mint  mark  appears  which  I  call  medium  small  S. 
Taxay  and  Beistle  both  call  it  medium.  A  second  size  variety,  the  same  size 
as  the  one  they  called  medium  in  1871 ,  is  now  called  small  S. 

1873-  S.  Another  new  mint  mark  appears  which  I  call  extremely  small  S. 
The  same  size  mint  mark  appears  again  in  1874  but  in  a  slightly  lower 
location.  With  a  mintage  of  228,000,  I  think  there  may  be  another  die  for 
1873,  possibly  one  which  is  transitional  with  the  1874  piece. 

1874-  S.  I  found  one  die  each  for  three  different  sizes.  The  medium-small 
S  is  recut.  I  think  the  small  S  is  the  most  common  and  the  extremely  small  S 
is  the  most  scarce.  All  are  available. 

1875-  S.  I  found  a  bunch  of  very  small  S  dies  for  this  year  and  two  other 
very  interesting  larger  varieties  of  S's.  I  believe  what  I  call  medium-small  S 
is  what  Taxay  lists  as  medium-large  S  (R8).  In  any  case,  the  mint  mark 
leans  to  the  left  as  described  by  Taxay.  My  variety  is  not  R8  as  a  have  found 
three  pieces  and  heard  of  several  others.  I  would  call  it  very  scarce.  The 
other  variety,  the  one  I  call  small  S,  had  not  been  listed  anywhere  that  I 
know  of.  I  found  one  example  which  I  purchased,  and  I  saw  a  picture  of  an 
UNC  piece  in  a  Fred  Sweeney  price  list  which  looked  similar.  This  small  S 
may  well  be  the  rarest  of  all  the  1875  S's. 

1876-  S.  Beistle  lists  three  reverses,  all  with  very  small  S's.  Taxay  states 
that  two  varieties  exist  which  include  a  small  S  (type  1  rev.)  and  micro  S 
(type  2  rev.).  Both  references  are  wrong.  Type  1  reverses  abound  with  both 
very  small  S's  and  micro  S's  with  the  micro  S's  being  slightly  more  scarce. 
David  Brase's  photograph  #9  is  a  micro  S  which  measured  a  little  large  as  it 
had  been  recut.  in  inree  years,  I  have  found  one  example  of  the  1876-S  with 
type  2  reverse.  I  am  not  qualified  to  call  this  piece  a  proof,  but  it  has  frosted 
centers  and  full  proof-like  surfaces.  I  don't  think  this  piece  is  a  proof,  but  I 
do  think  it  may  have  been  a  presentation  piece  to  celebrate  the  centennial  in 
July  1876.  I  am  interested  in  any  information  anyone  can  provide  on  this 
variety.  My  piece  has  a  very  small  S. 

1877-  S.  Beistle  lists  small  and  very  small  S's.  Taxay  lists  small  and  micro 
S's.  Neither  mentions  hub  types  1  and  2.  I  found  both  very  small  and  micro 
S's  on  dies  from  type  1  hubs,  and  very  small  S's  only  on  dies  from  type  2 
hubs. 

1878-  S.  I  have  measured  two  pieces,  and  both  were  from  the  same  die. 
The  mint  mark  was  a  very  small  S. 
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MINTMARK  VARIATION  OF  NEW  ORLEANS  DIMES 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

The  Liberty  Seated  dime  was  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  in 
onfy  19  of  the  55  years  that  the  seated  design  was  used.  Production  of  the 
dime  was  interupted  in  New  Orleans  in  1861  with  the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
War  and  was  not  resumed  until  1891,  some  twelve  years  after  minting 
operations  resumed  at  the  branch  facility.  Despite  its  relatively  short 
duration,  the  New  Orleans  series  contains  many  interesting  and  unusual 
pieces  about  which  very  little  is  known.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
features  of  these  pieces  is  the  wide  range  of  mintmark  varieties  that  exist 
throughout  the  series.  For  the  19  dates  there  are  32  known  varieties  by  date 
and  size  of  mintmark  with  three  size  variations  known  in  four  different 
years.  This  size  variation  has  caused  considerable  confusion  for  both 
collector  and  dealer  as  ways  are  sought  to  describe  the  observed  differ- 
ences. The  usual  terms  of  small,  medium  and  large  mintmarks  are  helpful 
but  fail  to  completely  resolve  the  problem.  The  difficulty  is  in  relative  size 
because  what  is  called  large  for  one  year  may  be  called  small  for  some  other 
year.  Such  terms  also  do  not  adequately  describe  the  size  differences  within 
a  given  year  as  some  varieties  are  difficult  to  distinguish  without  a  clear 
understanding  of  what  to  look  for  on  each  date.  To  resolve  these  problems  a 
table  listing  all  the  known  size  variations  of  New  Orleans  dimes  is  presented 
along  with  pictures  of  those  which  are  the  most  difficult  to  distinguish. 

The  table  lists  the  varieties  by  measured  height  of  the  mintmark.  They 
range  from  the  smallest  which  measures  0.7mm  in  height  to  the  largest  at 
1.3mm  in  height.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  some  variation  in 
measurement  is  inevitable  due  to  strike,  die  wear  and  overall  condition  of 
the  individual  specimen.  Nevertheless,  those  varieties  given  in  the  table 
represent  different  die  punches  used  for  the  dates  listed.  It  Is  certainly 
possible  that  additional  varieties  will  be  discovered  as  it  has  only  been 
within  the  last  few  years  that  collectors  have  begun  to  systematically  record 
such  differences.  A  few  comments  about  die  characteristics  and  relative 
rarity  of  the  various  mintmark  sizes  will  be  made  for  those  years  where 
different  sizes  are  known  to  exist. 

1839-0.  The  size  5  mintmark  would  have  to  be  the  most  common  of  the 
three  known  sizes  for  this  year.  There  are  several  known  varieties  with  this 
size  mintmark  including  one  with  a  strongly  recut  mintmark  and  another 
with  a  completely  shattered  reverse  die.  This  latter  variety  is  pictured  in 
the  Journal  and  has  numerous  die  cracks  running  through  many  sections  of 
the  wreath  and  the  lettering  on  the  reverse.  This  size  mintmark  is  relatively 
common  in  average  circulated  grade  and  is  often  available  sharply  struck  in 
higher  grades.  The  Size  2  mintmark  pieces  are  also  relatively  common  and 
available  in  most  grades  to  the  interested  collector.  The  Size  6  mintmark  for 
this  year  is  extremely  rare  and  difficult  to  locate  in  any  grade.  Its  true 
rarity  is  difficult  to  estimate,  however,  becuase  it  is  hard  to  distinguish  from 
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1839-0  DIME 
SIZE  5  MINTMARK  WITH  MULTIPLE  DIE  CRACKS 


1839-0  DIME 
SIZE6  MINTMARK 


NEW  ORLEANS  DIMES  -  MINTMARK  VARIATION 


Oat@ 

Size  1 
0.7mm 

Size2 
0.8mm 

Size  3 
0.9mm 

Size  4 
1.0mm 

Size  5 
1.1mm 

Size  6 
1.2mm 

Size  7 
1 .3mm 

1838-0 

X 

1839-0 

X 

X 

X 

1840-0 

X 

X 

X 

1841-0 

X 

X 

X 

1842-0 

X 

X 

1843-0 

X 

1845-0 

X 

1849-0 

X 

X 

1850-0 

X 

X 

X 

1851-0 

X 

1852-0 

X 

1853-0 

X 

1854-0 

X 

1856-0 

X 

X 

1857-0 

X 

X 

1858-0 

X 

1859-0 

X 

X 

1860-0 

X 

1891-0 

X 
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1841-0  DIME 
SIZE2  MINTMARK 


1841-0  DIME 


SIZE  3  MINTMARK 
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the  Size  5  mintmark  and  the  few  specimens  that  are  available  are  likely  to  go 
undetected  by  all  but  a  knowledgeable  specialist.  The  Size  6  mintnnark  is 
almost  a  circle  as  compared  to  the  Size  5  mintmark  which  is  shaped  more 
like  an  oval.  The  best  Size  6  specimen  I  have  seen  is  a  golden  toned  XF.  All 
pieces  of  this  year  have  the  closed  bud  reverse,  the  reverse  hub  used  during 
the  first  three  years  of  New  Orleans  dime  production. 

1840-  O.  The  size  2  mintmark  Is  by  far  the  most  common  size  of  the  three 
known  varieties  of  this  year.  The  Size  3  mintmark  and  Size  5  mintmark  are 
both  rare  with  the  Size  3  probably  the  most  difficult  to  obtain.  This  date 
frequently  comes  weakly  struck,  especially  on  the  reverse  around  the  rims. 

I  have  one  Size  3  specimen  which  would  grade  Fine  on  the  obverse  but  the 
reverse  has  no  rim,  weak  lettering  in  places  and  overall  would  grade  no 
better  than  AG.  The  Size  3  mintmark  is  only  slightly  larger  than  the  Size  2 
mintmark  and  difficult  to  distinguish  from  the  smaller  size  without  pictures 
or  the  actual  coins  for  direct  comparison.  All  New  Orleans  dimes  from  this 
year  were  struck  from  the  no  drapery  obverse  dies  and  from  the  closed  bud 
reverses. 

1841-  0.  Size  2  and  Size  3  mintmark  specimens  are  common  for  this  date 
and  readily  available  in  all  circulated  grades  from  Good  to  XF.  All  pieces 
with  these  mintmarks  were  struck  from  the  newly  revised  obverse  dies  with 
drapery  and  the  new  reverse  dies  with  open  buds.  The  open  buds  are 
created  by  the  addition  of  slits  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  twelve  buds  in  the 
reverse  wreath.  The  Size  6  mintmark  for  this  year  is  very  rare  and  can  be 
considered  a  transitional  variety.  This  variety  was  struck  using  the  new 
with  drapery  obverse  and  the  closed  bud  reverse  used  in  the  three  previous 
years.  All  Size  6  specimens  I  have  seen  have  weakly  struck  reverses.  One 
particular  specimen  I  own  would  grade  better  than  VF  on  the  obverse  but 
the  reverse  has  no  rim  along  the  lower  half  of  the  coin  and  the  letters  RICA 
are  barely  visible. 

1842-  0.  Size  2  and  Size  3  specimens  are  seen  often  enough  that  I  would 
not  consider  either  variety  more  difficult  to  obtain  than  the  other.  How- 
ever, as  a  date  I  have  found  New  Orleans  pieces  of  this  year  to  be  more 
difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  above  VF  than  those  of  the  three  previous  years. 

1849-  0.  Size  2  and  Size  7  mintmark  varieties  exist  for  this  year  and  are  of 
about  equal  rarity.  A  recut  date  variety  exists  with  the  Size  2  mintmark. 
Rotated  reverse  errors  have  been  seen  on  pieces  with  both  mintmark  sizes. 
Pieces  of  this  date  are  very  rare  in  conditions  above  XF  for  both  mintmark 
varieties. 

1850-  O.  The  Size  2  mintmark  variety  would  have  to  be  the  most  difficult 
of  the  three  varieties  if  this  year,  especially  in  the  better  grades.  The  Size  5 
and  7  mintmark  varieties  would  appear  to  be  of  about  equal  rarity  and  avail- 
able to  the  interested  specialist. 

1856-0.  The  Size  5  mintmark  variety  is  not  seen  as  often  as  the  more 
common  Size  7  variety  but  both  are  usually  available.  There  are  several 
recut  date  varieties  that  appear  with  the  Size  7  mintmark,  one  of  these 
having  a  sharply  recut  56  that  is  very  prominent. 
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1859-0  DIME 
SIZE7  MINTMARK 


1857-0.  The  Size  5  mintmark  variety  is  much  rarer  than  the  commonly 
seen  Size  7  variety.  However.  I  believe  the  rarity  of  the  Size  5  variety  is 
frequently  exaggerated.  While  the  variety  is  rare,  examples  of  the  Size 
5  variety  can  be  found  with  a  little  searching  on  the  part  of  the  collector. 

1859-0.  Again  the  Size  5  mintmark  variety  is  not  seen  as  often  as  tlie  Size 
7  variety  but  both  are  usually  available. 

The  table  of  New  Orleans  mintmark  varieties  lists  all  those  that  I  have 
seen  and  personally  own.  Some  auction  catalogs  provide  descriptions  that 
might  lead  one  to  believe  that  other  varieties  besides  those  listed  might 
exist.  However,  I  have  learned  to  be  skeptical  of  such  statements  until  the 
coin  is  actually  produced.  The  fact  is  that  what  is  small  to  one  person  will  be 
called  medium  or  large  by  someone  else.  It  is  hoped  that  the  listing  by 
actual  measured  height  will  resolve  some  of  the  labeling  problem  on  mint- 
mark  size. 

•  Pricing  mintmark  varieties  for  sale  is  a  very  delicate  and  difficult  task. 
Even  a  rare  variety  does  not  often  command  a  premium  in  relation  to  its 
rarity  because  at  the  present  time  only  a  few  specialists  are  interested  in  the 
mintmark  varieties.   As  more  people  become  interested  in  this  type  of 

'collecting  a  price  structure  will  emerge  as  certain  varieties  are  found  to  be 
more  difficult  to  obtain.  As  a  matter  of  speculation,  I  would  feel  that  the 
1841-0  Size  6  variety  has  the  greatest  potential  to  command  a  significant 
premium  because  of  the  transitional  nature  of  the  dies. 

The  table  of  mintmark  varieties  might  lead  one  to  speculate  about  the 
existence  of  other  varieties  that  fit  the  observed  patterns.  I  have  my  own 
ideas  about  some  that  might  exist  but  no  concrete  evidence  on  other 
varieties.  Can  anybody  document  any  other  varieties?  Some  of  the  New 
Orleans  dimes  are  rare  as  dates  and  there  may  be  some  concern  about 
added  mintmarks  in  the  series.  Such  altered  pieces  can  be  easily  detected 
because  of  the  characteristic  reeding  used  on  all  New  Orleans  dimes.  All 
New  Orleans  dimes  that  I  have  seen  from  the  1838-0  through  to  the  1891-0 
have  103  reeds.  This  gauge  reeding  was  never  used  at  any  other  mint 
throughout  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series  and  therefore  characterizes  the 
New  Orleans  specimen. 

The  six  pictures  of  New  Orleans  dimes  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


We  buy  and  Sell 

High  Quality  Rare  Coins 

EDWARD  F.  CZAJKA 

EFC  RARE  COINS 


Member  of  A  N  A  -  M  S  N  S  -  L  S  C  C  -  M  C  C 

Telephone  313-582-3939 

PO  Box  68  Dearborn,  Mich  48121 
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ALL  DATES  AND  GRADES 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 


BOUGHT  -  SOLD  -  APPRAISED 


COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
AUCTIONS  CONDUCTED 


Our  representatives  will  travel 
Anywhere  in  the  World! 


APPRAISALS  FOR: 
Estates,  Banks.  Attorneys,  Insurance  Co's.,  Etc. 

IN  BUSINESS  OVER  40  YEARS! 

WRITE  OR  PHONE  TODAY. 

Home  of  the  1870-S  Half  Dime 


^1  jSjl  B| 


■  El  I 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

31  North  Clark  Street  •  Chicago,  Illinois  60602 
Telephone:  (312)  346-3443 


ON  THE  COVER 


The  cover  shows  a  picture  of  an  Uncirculated  1853-0  no  arrows  half 
dime.  This  date  is  very  rare  in  high  grade  and  is  presented  to  show  the  die 
characteristics  of  a  genuine  specimen.  It  has  already  been  mentioned  in 
Issue  #13  that  the  date  was  weakly  punched  into  the  die  for  this  variety  but 
the  significance  of  this  statement  is  difficult  to  appreciate  from  the  picture 
on  the  cover.  Therefore,  a  picture  is  shown  below  of  the  same  variety  in 
circulated  condition.  Even  though  this  coin  still  shows  a  full  LIBERTY  in 
the  obverse  shield  the  lower  parts  of  three  digits  in  the  date  are  almost 
gone.  In  still  lower  grades  only  the  top  of  the  date  can  be  seen  and  it  is  often 

difficult  to  even  identify  the  date  of  such  a  coin;  this  on  pieces  that  have  full 
rims  and  normally  would  grade  Good  or  better.  A  weak  or  partially  missing 
date  is  typical  and  should  be  expected  by  a  collector  desiring  to  purchase 
this  date  in  a  circulated  grade. 

Kam  informs  me  that  all  1853-0  no  arrows  half  dimes  that  he  has  seen 
have  doubling  in  the  mintmark.  He  indicates  that  the  doubling  is  visible 
along  the  outside  edge  of  the  mintmark  at  about  11  o'clock.  Any  question- 
able piece  should  be  checked  for  this  particular  die  characteristic. 

The  cover  picture  of  the  1853-0  no  arrows  half  dime  was  sent  to  me  by 
Kam  Ahwash  for  presentation  in  the  Journal.  Kam  indicates  that  this  is  a 
picture  of  the  Miles  specimen  that  was  sold  by  Stack's  in  their  auction  of 
the  R.  L.  Miles  Collection  on  April  10,  1969.  Stack's  description  of  this  coin 
as  Lot  #448  is  as  follows: 
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1853-0  No  Arrows.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  wholly  proof-like.  This  is  the 
Dupont  specimen,  fully  equal  to  any  of  the  three  known  Uncirculated 
specinnens.  The  only  Mint  State  coins  we  can  trace  are  the  Dupont  (this),  a 
specimen  in  the  1968  Merkin  Sale,  and  the  specimen  in  an  early  Schulman- 
Kreisberg  Sale.  All  are  proof-like  and  easily  equal  to  each  other.  This 
specimen  has  lovely  natural  pink  and  iridescent  toning.  A  superb  coin 
which  could  fetch  a  four-figure  price. 

The  piece  brought  $650  in  the  Miles  sale  and  was  sold  again  by  Stack's 
in  the  sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection  on  August  29,  1973.  This  time  it 
brought  $2500  as  Lot  #626.  Kam  also  indicates  that  this  piece  is  now  part  of 
the  Stuart  Levine  Collection  which  he  considers  the  largest  and  most 
complete  collection  of  half  dimes  ever  assembled. 


1873  NO  ARROWS  OPEN  3  HALVES  TO  BE  STUDIED  AT  ST.  LOUIS  ANA 

The  1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  half  dollar  has  proven  to  be  a  major  rarity  in 
the  Seated  half  series.  Harry  Boosel,  Mr.  1873,  searched  for  this  variety  for 
over  20  years  and  was  only  able  to  find  two  specimens,  a  VG-F  and  an  UNC. 
In  recent  years  Jim  Pryor  and  others  have  been  searching  and  they  have 
also  found  the  variety  very  difficult  to  locate.  At  the  LSCC  meeting  in 
Dearborn,  Michigan  in  April,  a  discussion  of  the  variety  among  those 
attending  revealed  that  there  were  possibly  six  pieces  known;  two  in 
Kentucky,  one  in  Oklahoma,  one  in  Wisconsin  and  two  others  believed  to 
be  in  California.  Certainly  others  may  exist  which  are  unknown  to  club 
members  or  have  not  been  identified  as  the  rare  Open  3  variety. 

As  a  special  feature  of  the  LSCC  Annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis  it  was 
decided  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  gather  as  many  of  the  known 
specimens  as  possible  together  at  the  meeting  for  comparison  and  study. 
Jim  Pryor  and  Harry  Boosel  will  contact  the  owners  of  the  known  specimens 
and  ask  them  to  participate  in  the  study.  Club  members  with  information 
on  the  variety  are  encouraged  to  contact  one  of  these  two  individuals  or  the 
Editor  of  the  Journal.  The  LSCC  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Eugene  Field 
Room  at  10:00  AM  on  Monday,  July  30,  1979  at  the  ANA  Convention  site  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  identify  die  and  striking  characteristics 
for  the  variety,  to  determine  an  emission  order  if  possible,  to  record 
individual  nicks  and  scratches  that  will  identify  the  specimen  for  future 
reference  and  to  establish  a  grade  consensus  for  the  known  specimens.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  results  of  this  study  and  a  pedigree  for  the  known  specimens 
can  be  made  available  for  publication  in  the  Journal  at  a  future  date. 

The  Editor 
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A  masterpiece 
by  a  master  craftsman. 

Christian  Gobrccht  was  tmly  a  master  craftsman.  His  Gobrecht  Dollar  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  ever  created. 

Just  as  Gobrecht  emphasized  quality  in  his  work,  we  emphasize  quality 
when  we  offer  the  coinage  he  designed.  We  have  over  750  high  quality 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  includinq  the  pictured  Gobrecht  Dollar,  all  valued  at 
over  $150,000. 

In  addition  to  offering  a  wide  selection  and  high  quality,  all  of  our 
seated  coins  are  accurately  graded  and  covered  by  our  grading  guarantee. 
This  means  that  when  you  order  from  us,  you  know  before  you  receive  the 
coin  that  it  is  property  graded. 

So  when  you're  looking  for  a  masterpiece,  look  for  our  ads  in  the 
leading  numismatic  publications.  We'll  have  the  Gobrecht  designed  coinage 
you  need  in  the  quality  you  desire. 

Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co. 

The  originator  of  the  guaranteed  grading  •ystem 

2001  Bryan  ToWcr  •  Suite  2205  •  Dallas,  Texas  75201 
(214)  747.9631  •  WWTS:  (1)  800-527-4503 


Any  coin  purchased  from  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co..  after  May  1. 1975.  will  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  ArIA  Grading  Board.  If  not,  the  full  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  to  tfie  original 
purchaser  within  30  days  of  the  decision  by  the  Grading  Board.* 

•This  appies  to  the  grade  itself  and  not  to  the  degrees  within  that  particular  grade  (I.e.  AU(50)  ut.  Ch.  AU  (55)).  Thb  allovnforlegUmaU 
differences  In  opinion.  Steve  hv  Rare  Coin  Co.  retains  the  option  of  refunding  your  money  or  replacing  with  a  tutlable  coin. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


The  slide  presentation  at 
the  March  30th  Regional 
Meeting  of  LSCC  In  New 
York  was  very  enthusiasti- 
cally received.  We  had 
about  a  dozen  people  in 
attendance  and  all  made 
comments  as  the  slides 
progressed.  The  only 
criticism  was  that  it  was 
too  short,  only  20  slides. 
They  wanted  at  least  20 
more.  Everyone  enjoyed 
the  presentation  immensely 
and  send  on  to  you  their 
noisy  thanks.  Marian  and 
I  were  grateful  to  have  had 
a  part  in  it. 

Chuck  Leber 
LSCC  #125 

As  a  bit  of  information  I 
have  an  1873  No  Arrows 
dime  showing  the  same 
recutting  as  that  pictured 
in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Journal.  The  coin  grades  a 
nice  Very  Fine. 

Dick  McFadden 
LSCC  #236 


I  wanted  to  respond  to 
.Charles  M.  Hailey's  letter 
to  the  editor  concerning 
the  popular  price  guides 
in  Coin  World  and  Numis- 
matic News.  Coin  World 
Trends  prices  haven't 
changed  on  many  items  in 
Liberty  Seated  half  dimes, 
dimes  and  halves  for 
several  years.  They  say 
that  Paramount  prepares 
these  prices  but  they  surely 
can't  be  selling  these  coins 
at  those  listed  prices.  I  had 
the  same  trouble  finding  a 
genuine  1866  dime  that 
Charles  Hailey  had  in 
finding  an  1874-CC  dime. 
As  he  states,  many  dealers 
are  not  Liberty  Seated 
specialists.  I  don't  consider 
myself  a  specialist  either 
but  with  lots  of  help  from 
knowledgeable  people  I 
have  learned  quite  a  bit. 
For  what  it  is  worth  I  have 
an  1864-S  Large  S  half  and 
my  1845-0  half  is  not  a 
double  date  variety. 

George  Berry 
LSCC  #56 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  Invited. 
This  Is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 

AMiMniisMinisis 

JULIAN  LEIDMAN^ 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 
LM-ANA-1541 
PNG-ANS-LSCC-PAST-PRES 
1.(215)872-4936 

112  S.  Jackson  St.  •  Box  422  •  Media,  Penna  19063 


